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Decorating
Accents On–Our editors’ selection of the freshest ideas and 
products available in the design world.
The Color You Need Now–This popular column highlights the 
color we’re seeing in the marketplace including easy-to-use infor-
mation from a designer on how to apply the color in your space 
through paint, fabric and trimmings.
Rotating Columns:
• Workroom
• Designer Q & A
• Style Setter

I like a buoyant, light-filled
house, so I usually use all warm
or yellow-based colors. This Ocher is really a
contemporary yellowshade with an antiqueresonance. It doesn’t draw
attention to itself as, say, bold
yellow or even white would. 
The ocher walls provide 
support for the exceptional
paintings and furniture. 
Bright-colored walls would 
visually compete. This shadeflatters everyone—itcomplements every
skin tone.
—designer Thomas Jayne

produced by Molly Pastor
DECORATING THE  COLOR YOU NEED NOW
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Fabrics LEFT TO RIGHT: Tiffany by Malabar, Trilby by China Seas, Surat Stripe by Lee Jofa, Reverse Sweet Pea by Galbraith & Paul, and

Champa by John Robshaw Textiles. Paints LEFT TO RIGHT: Weekend (1029-C) by Martin Senour, Sunrise (SW 6668) by Sherwin-Williams,

and Ochre (14-1036 TPX) by Pantone.  For details, see Sourcebook, page 194. �
Get our 10 best tips for decorating with yellow tones at SouthernAccents.com

‘‘
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Evan armchair (to the trade) by Jasper Furniture by Michael S. Smith, 310/315-3028. Geometric circles pillow ($135) by Chelsea Textiles,

212/319-5804. Beauty vase ($190) by Middle Kingdom, 800/560-2146. FABRICS, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Links (to the trade) by 

Zoffany, 800/395-8760. Imperial Trellis (to the trade) by Kelly Wearstler for the House of KWID through Schumacher, 800/523-1200. 

Beverly (to the trade) by Cowtan & Tout, 212/647-6900. Lilly (to the trade) by Clarence House, www.clarencehouse.com. Malibu (to the

trade) by Carleton V, 718/706-7780. Wallpaper: Maroc (to the trade) by Dedar, 800/493-2209. 

treillage

Trellis appears 

on the most

inviting front

porches, giving

relief from the

sun. But bring 

it inside to 

make it more

provocative. It

brings glamour 

without ostentation.

—designer 

Carolyn Malone

‘‘

‘‘

produced by Amanda Kathryn Smith photographed by Erica George Dines
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GARDENING IN  SEASON

by Dawn P. Cannon

Pretty Peonies
More voluptuous than roses and more delicate than hydrangeas, these early summer
blooms ignite passion in gardeners and envy in neighbors
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THEY’RE EVERY GARDENER’S DREAM. Peonies in the garden can easily last 50 years or more. Today, that’s 
considered an heirloom, but their longevity is precisely what made them fall out of favor in 17th-century
England. Wealthy aristocrats thought a plant that would last a lifetime was vulgar and common. No self-
respecting gardener would even consider growing a “poor man’s flower.” Lucky for us, some poor man toiled
away and introduced more and more spectacular selections, and the love affair with peonies continues. 
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January/February
National Residential Interior Design Contest–Southern 
Accents and the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID) 
sponsor an annual design competition, open to all professional 
designers, with winners featured in the special section.

R E M O D E L I N G S P E C I A L  S E C T I O N

march /april 2008 I southern accents 47

produced by Julie Cole Miller

TO REMODEL IS to rethink, reconfigure, restyle—
all of which contain the essence of the green
mindset: to breathe new life and energy into
existing space. In our remodeling special section,
you’ll see how carefully considered details, subtle
refinements, and a touch of drama can come
together for a refreshing effect. Forget clearing
the slate—take stock of your best assets, and let
the redesigning begin.

Creating stylish functionality in two kitchens as different
as black and white

Designer Susan Ferrier’s ideal elements for a kitchen
with a natural touch

Powder rooms: Making a gem out of a small space

Ideas for his and her baths from designers Biggs Powell
and Phoebe Howard

A face-lift for architect Madison Spencer’s
Charlottesville residence
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Steeped in tradition but suited for today, this Atlanta town house combines

timeless design with comfort and convenience

by Heather J. Paper photographed by Erica George Dines  produced by Clinton Smith interiors by Dan Carithers architecture by Pak Heydt & Associates

Showhouse 
at RegentsPark

ABOVE: In the living room, Brunschwig & Fils fabric covers a sofa and tufted chair from the Dan Carithers Collection by Sherrill Furniture. 

A chair from William Word Fine Antiques and an antique child’s chair complete the seating area. Matching Vaughan lamps create symmetry

on mismatched end tables by Holland & Co. (left) and Guy Chaddock & Co. A large landscape painting from The Madison Gallery 

complements the wall color by Ralph Lauren Paint. OPPOSITE PAGE: An antique crystal chandelier and gilt mirror offer an elegant backdrop

for a dining table by Althorp. The flooring is by Antique Building Products.
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2009 editorial highlights

Gardening
In Season–Our readers are in the garden, literally pulling weeds themselves or 
working with a gardener who maintains and cultivates their landscape. We’ll give 
gardening enthusiasts insight into seasonal blooms and greenery, inform them 
about new plant selections, connect them to nurseries and resources and show 
them how to bring the outdoors in with beautiful arrangements.
Rotating Columns:
• Garden Tour
• Design

Antiques
Educated Eye–Featured in each issue, Educated Eye spotlights a particular antique 
form. With the help of some of the country’s best antiques dealers, we look at the 
quintessential pieces that make up our interiors, and the experts advise us on what to 
look for—and watch out for—when collecting.  
Rotating Columns:
• Collecting
• Style Primer

Entertaining
Food with Julia Reed–In our first-ever food column, lifestyle writer and critic Julia Reed talks about the 
customs, history and style behind food preparation and enjoyment in the South. In addition to Julia’s wit and 
personality, the column includes beautiful photographs, entertaining stories, and contemporary interpretations 
of tried-and-true recipes.
Rotating Columns:
• Parties
• Table Settings
• Flower Arranging
• Gracious Living

Travel
City Notebook–A reader favorite, this column features inside 
information from local stylesetters on where to stay, where to eat 
and where to shop in destinations around the South.
Rotating Columns:
• Sense of Place
• Great Getaways
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by Julie Cole Miller

Eighteenth-century pieces
have had a lot of time to 
be abused. “Any seating
piece can suffer,” he says.
Determine whether the
structure is sound—and
whether much has been
done to keep it that way.

Look at that serpentine
curve—does it have an 
elegance that sets it apart
from the mundane? “It’s 
got to speak to you,” 
says antiques dealer 
E. A. Mack.

Is the sofa sitting too close
to the ground? Examine 
the legs, and evaluate the
sofa’s overall proportions 
to make sure that there
have been no additions 
to or subtractions from 
the height.

Like a true beauty, the details that make a camelback sofa 
outstanding include more than meets the eye. But, as we all know, 
a charming exterior turns heads as well

PRETTY UPHOLSTERY OR NOT, the camelback sofa, such as the mahogany Chippendale version shown, is summed up by 

its essential nature. “You’re paying for the frame,” says antiques dealer E. A. Mack of Baltimore. “Unfortunately, a razor blade

may be required to get to the wood.” For admirers with less intrusive impulses, there are some handy points to consider when

a camelback sofa begs a closer look. Mack cites Albert Sack’s Fine Points of Furniture: Early American (Schiffer, 2007, $30),

which cautions against any reshaping, replacing, or adding of embellishments to the crest rail, arms, wings, seat frames, or

stretchers. And though Mack says he always considers age, condition, and rarity, the things that really get his heart thumping

are design and proportion. “It has to have grace; it can’t be a stumpy elephant’s foot of a piece,” he says. “I want that camel-

back to be as sexy and gutsy as they come.” E.A. Mack Antiques, 410/728-1333, www.eamackantiques.com.  � C
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EDUCATED EYE CAMELBACK SOFA
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SPECIAL SECTIONS

March/April
Remodeling–In 2009, this popular annual section will turn its focus to 
ultimate kitchen and bath designs including homeowner and designer 
perspectives, trend reports and product pages.

May/June
Vacation Getaways–New in 2009! Featuring “Vacation Get-
aways for a Week or a Lifetime,” this special section will include 
resort and second-home communities in lake, mountain, and 
coastal areas.

July/August
Outdoor Living–In its second annual installment, this section 
will focus on several “Before and After” spaces including outdoor 
entertaining ideas, poolside and courtyard transformations and a 
variety of tips for container gardening.

November/December
Showhouse at Riverhills in Fort Worth, TX–Our 2009 
Showhouse will be an elegant 7,000 square foot American 
Tudor-style residence in the heart of Fort Worth. Designer Joe 
Minton and architect Larry Boerder are planning a magnifi-
cent custom home featuring some of the finest interiors and 
spectacular architecture in the South.

Serenity is the key word designerJeannie Krumdieck uses to describe this spacious bath, part of anew home in Birmingham that shecreated with her husband, architectAlex Krumdieck, his associate PaulCallan, and project designer AmiFrench. “The space is very contempo-rary yet carefully detailed, not mini-mal and void,” says Krumdieck. The light-colored shell created bythe limestone floors and lacqueredvanities gains warmth from wood accents—fir-framed windows, a teakfloor and ceiling in the bath/showerarea, and floor-to-ceiling teak cabi-nets lining one wall. Windows sur-round the tub with a view of leafygreen foliage for the effect of bathingin a luxurious tree house. 
Krumdieck lined the large walk-inshower in slightly iridescent glass mosaic tiles in sand and bottle-greencolors that pick up the palette outsidethe windows. In the center of the 25-by-24-foot room, back-to-backvanities seem to float, with full-lengthmirrors hiding additional mirrors thatpull out from the side and swivel. “This bath is a great example ofwarm modernism,” says Senior Editor Clinton Smith. “The mix of materialskeeps it from feeling cold.” Addsjudge Deborah Griffin, “It’s a wonder-ful intermingling of indoors and out.” 

BATH WINNER 
Jeannie Krumdieck, IIDABirmingham

Southern Accents AS IDnational residential interior design contest winners
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What makes a successful room? More often than not, the

qualities that make a space feel just right are clear and apparent: 

An interesting mix of materials and textures; a balanced, well-planned layout; pleasing colors; intrigu-

ing details; intelligent use of space; and a connection between indoors and out. As our judges sorted

through all the entries in the Southern Accents/ASID residential design contest, several trends emerged. 

Living rooms take a more eclectic view, layering styles and textures with authority but without 

excess. In the kitchen, glass-front cabinets have given way to the practical reality that most of us don’t

want to keep our cabinets immaculately styled. In the bath, natural light plays a starring role, with 

luxurious materials, such as marble and limestone, taking favor over ceramic tile. And in outdoor

spaces, designers continue to push the boundaries of outdoor living, with well-equipped mini

kitchens; televisions; and furnishings, fabrics, and lighting that are as elegant as any found indoors.

Take a look at the 12 winning designs that follow, and get a crash course in creating a beautiful

space. See page 54 for what we’ve learned from these rooms. 

B Y  J I L L  K I R C H N E R  S I M P S O N

living
room

kitchen

Our thanks to the distinguished judges this year: Pamola Powell, ASID, of Powell Studios in Atlanta;  Deborah

Griffin, ASID, of Griffin Design Group, Inc., in Brentwood, Tennessee; and Southern Accents Senior Editor 

Clinton Smith and Contributing Editor Rebecca Sowell Hawkins. The grand-prize winner will be announced at

the ASID national conference, Interiors 2008, held March 13–16 in New Orleans. Visit SouthernAccents.com

and ASID.org for more about the contest and the 2008 conference.

n a t i o n a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n t e r i o r  d e s i g n  c o n t e s t  w i n n e r sASIDSouthern Accents

bath

outdoor

room
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1. The sculptural, whim-sical Montgomery benchby Munder-Skiles addsan element of fantasy.

2. A pop of pink, in the seat cushions cov-

ered in Schumacher’s Caribe fabric in azalea,connects to the flowersin the landscape.

3. The striped awningfabric by Dickson is

preppy and traditionalyet still looks fresh.

4. Meyer lemons thrivein tropical climates andgrow well in pots. Here,they provide color and

punctuate the pool’s four corners.

5. The Pagoda chande-lier by Festoni sets thetone for the garden.

6. White vinyl 
upholstery protects thisottoman, by la-Fête,from wet bathing suits.

ELEMENTS OF A 1940S HOLLYWOOD GARDEN

OUTDOOR LIVING ONE GARDEN, THREE TEAMS
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by Frances MacDougall illustrated by Darrin Brooks

BOTH HOWARDS (who are not related) tend toward

the restrained and always tasteful, with the inten-

tion of letting the bones of the architecture and

the natural landscape take center stage. They

each applied that same philosophy here, choosing

furniture and plants so that “nothing was fighting

for dominance,” says John. “Together, it all creates

balance and synergy. There is something quite

comforting in symmetry.”

The space they designed is centered on the back of

the house, with plantings, parterres, and furniture

arrangements organized in rooms radiating out from 

the central pool. In fact, the pool is designed as a garden

element that just happens to be something you can swim

in and enjoy. Large box planters soften indented corners

and customize the blue expanse. The team gave the 

surrounding spaces flexibility, allowing them to serve dif-

ferent purposes.

French doors open to an octagonal porch with mini-

mal furnishings to preserve the view of the pool terrace

and landscape. While the design is simple, natural 

In keeping with their chic minimalist

style, Atlanta landscape architect 

John Howard and designer Barbara

Howard create a lush design that’s

carefully edited

It’s a common challenge: great house,

not so great garden. We located a 

bare-bones backyard in Houston and

asked three landscape and interior

design teams to transform it into a 

space for living, relaxing, dining, and

experiencing nature. Though diverse,

their designs share a common thread—

a desire for comfort and style 

OUTDOOR LIVING 

One Garden,Three Design Teams
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Designer Barbara Howard and landscape architect John Howard

THE STARTING POINT
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classic Rockefeller sauce, not the spinach so
often used) and topped with a crisp oyster
and a tangle of herbs. Often I pair them with
the old-fashioned version on the half shell—
which gives me an excuse to pull out more
of my “stuff” in the form of oyster plates.

For years, I made crabmeat maison
(lump crabmeat tossed in homemade may-
onnaise with capers and sliced green onion)
or crab Louis for a first course (or as hors
d’oeuvres served on toast points), and I still
do. But my friend Suzanne Rheinstein, a
brilliant interior designer and an excellent 
hostess, always insists on Green Goddess

southern accents I may/ june 2008
76

ENTERTAINING FOOD

The classic Pimm’s Cup
gets a refreshing alteration
in the Pimm’s Royale,
where Champagne replaces
the traditional lemon-lime
soda. “Even in the dead of
summer, people love a 
salty fried oyster with a
cocktail,” says Reed. Her
Oyster Appetizer features
thin toast topped with
Fennel Aioli, an oyster, and
herbs. Reed glued shells
she had collected along the
Gulf Coast to clay pots for
a thematic centerpiece.
Lotus Ice Cream makes a
refreshing end to the meal.

Once, in an all-night glue-gunning frenzy, I
encrusted a half-dozen clay pots with shells
I’d collected myself in order to create vases
for a summer “shellfish” party. 

By now it’s hard to tell if my tabletop
bounty begat my menus or vice versa; either
way, shellfish is so abundant here that it
seems crazy not to serve it all the time. I
rarely start a party, at any time of year, with-
out passing some sort of oysters. One of my
favorite takes on the ubiquitous fried oyster
is a “deconstructed Rockefeller,” in which a
crouton is spread with a fennel aioli (fennel
and watercress are the primary greens in a

Shellfish is so abundant here that it seems crazy notto serve it all the time. —Julia Reed

‘‘

‘‘
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ENTERTAINING FOOD

photographed by Becky Luigart-Stayner styled by Fonda Shaia food styling by Jan Moon

When heat or summer showers prevent outdoor dining, hostess Julia Reed moves the party into her sunroom. Bibb lettuce, lemon

wedges, and chives garnish simple crabmeat flavored with herb-layered Green Goddess Dressing. Collections of silver-covered shells,

natural ones gathered from the shore, and starfish candleholders deck a summer table. 

Summer Seafood Supper
Writer and hostess Julia Reed shares her favorite recipes that rely on fresh-from-the-

Gulf ingredients, heirloom china, and just a little fuss

SINCE I DO MOST OF MY ENTERTAINING in New Orleans, the great majority of my recipes are geared toward

the warm weather—as are my serving pieces. Over the years, I’ve amassed a collection of silver shells, in

the form of everything from ashtrays and platters to a ladle whose “bowl” is a deep scallop. One of my

favorite shops is Manhattan’s Ruzzetti & Gow, whose wares include cockleshell salts and sea urchin 

candlesticks, and I have no less than three fish sets. 
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